
The Trailblazing Times
“Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Goodbye to the holidays!
.The holidays have come and gone. Now 
it’s time to get the next semester going. 
This new year will clear the slate of all that 
was bad with 2020. Whether it be surviving 
finals or a total shutdown, this Beckman 
group is ready to take on whatever comes 
next. Below, a few of the junior high 
students pose for a picture and perhaps a 
united front against any Debbie Downers.

.

Above, Paige Domeyer is seen enjoying the cold weather 
and her family’s ice rink.
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 Alli Scherbring and Alexie Hogan:

How has your season gone so far? 
Our season has gone good, all of our games have been close. 

What are your thoughts on the cancelled season?
I miss the practices with our team. 

What do you wish you had a chance to accomplish?
To get better overall.

What is your favorite part of the season?
The practices because of our coach and the games we played at practice.

Do you think you improved as a team from last season to this season?
Ya a lot because of our coach. 



Jake Schmidt:

How has your season gone so far? 
Good, I wish I could have got more time for wrestling.
What are your thoughts on the cancelled season?
I really don’t like it because now there isn’t much to do during 
the winter.
What do you wish you had a chance to accomplish?
Getting a better record .
What is your favorite part of the season?
Riding in the van on the way to games and talking with the team.
Do you think you improved as a team from last season to this 
season?
Yes, definitely



Do you like to ski or 
snowboard in the winter?
Madelyn S: I have gone 
skiing a couple of times
Valerie: Skiing.
Riley: Yes.

How do you think skiing 
and snowboarding are 
different? Which one do you 
like more, or think is 
harder.
Madelyn S: I think that 
they are different because 
when you ski your feet are 
on two different skis and 
when you snowboard your 
feet are on only one 
snowboard and when you 
ski you can use poles. I 
like skiing more because it 
is fun and I think that it 
would be harder for me to 
snowboard than to ski.

Valerie: Skiing, you are in 
more control.

Riley: I think skiing is 
easier because I do it 
more.

Have you ever gone ice 
fishing? If so, do you like 
it?
Anna S: Yes, I like 
regular fishing better 
but it's still fun.

Addi: Yes, but I like 
fishing better.

What is ice fishing like 
and why you do/don't 
like it. 
Anna S: I do like is but I 
don’t like it as much as 
regular fishing because 
it's really cold and I feel 
like the time goes by 
slower when your ice 
fishing vs regular 
fishing in the summer

Addi:  I don’t like it 
because it is too cold and 
I am scared I will fall 
thru the ice.

We asked some 7th and 
8th graders about outdoor 
activities they might do 
this time of year. Here are 
their there responses.



What do you do during 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas?: 
Betsy: We go sledding 
and ice skating.

Ellie S: I eat a lot.

Have you gone hunting?
Mr: Sheston: Yes

Joe: Yes.

Issac: Yes

What is your favorite 
animal to hunt?
Mr. Sheston: Deer. A 
great challenge, with a 
great reward with success

Joe: Deer

Issac: I like hunting it all 
but deer is probably my 
favorite.

Have you ever played 
hockey and why do you like 
it?
Paige: I love it because I can 
always get better at it and I 
love to ice skate on our ice 
rink.

Kayla: Not a real hockey 
game but with my friends on 
her ice rink. I like using the 
stick and sliding on the ice. 
Also it is just a fun thing to do 
with people you like.

What weapon do you like to use 
when you hunt?

Mr. Sheston: 20 gauge. Light to 
carry, not much kick, gets the job 
done.

Joe: bow and shotgun.

Issac: I use a 20 gauge shotgun



Advice Column

Cole Hirsch- Get lots of sleep.  Don’t study for too long and take breaks.
Luke Wessel- Study and take it seriously because you want to have good grades.  It is a big test 
time.
Ana Cortes- Don’t stress out or overwhelm yourself.  They’re not as hard as they sound.
Haley Kluesner- Create lots of quizlets, they are very helpful.  Don’t over study, you’ll just stress 
yourself out more.
Aidan Womer- Study every chance you get because how much you study can determine how you 
do.
Ben Konrardy- Make flashcards, look over study guides, have someone give you a pretest, and ask 
the teacher if you are struggling.

We asked some 8th graders what advice they have 
for finals, and here are their responses.



ZMP Advice Column
What are you nervous about with school, and what
 advice would you give to help with that?

Zachaeus: Finals. I’d say just study hard and try to relax
and you’ll go great.

Magnus: Trying to focus on studying for 
finals can be hard, so It helps especially 
During this time to just take a break and 
breathe.

Palus: Definitely finals in math. Lots of 
homework and projects



This time in history:
Thanksgiving is a federal holiday in the United 
States, celebrated on the fourth Thursday of 
November. The pilgrims were the first people to 
celebrate this holiday as it was part of their 
religion.

Thanksgiving

Interviewers: 
Derek Goedken
Preston Hunter
Madelyn Simon
Leah Steger
Leah Funke
Carter White

What is your favorite dish to eat at 
thanksgiving:
Carter- turkey
Derek- cherry pie
Madelyn- turkeyHow far do you travel for the 

holidays?
Derek: We go to waterloo
Carter: we don’t travel far



This time in history:

The middle of winter has long been a 

time of celebration around the world. 

Centuries before the arrival of the man 

called Jesus, early Europeans celebrated 

light and birth in the darkest days of 

winter. Many peoples rejoiced during the 

winter solstice, when the worst of the 

winter was behind them and they could 

look forward to longer days and extended 

hours of sunlight.

Christmas 

Is there anything in particular 
you want for christmas?
Leah Steger- apple watch
Derek Goedken- drone
Preston Hunter- anything carhart
Carter White- dirt bike
Leah Funke- apple watch
Eva Rahe- new phone
Nicole Goedken- LED lights
Shawn Brunsman- airpods
Charissa Heisler- shoes

Does your family have any traditions 
during the holidays?

Leah Steger: we go to my 
grandparents and eat crab legs

Leah Funke: we open presents on the 
24th

Nicole Goedken: we play capture the 
flag 

Shawn Brunsman: we play board 
games
 



Thank God for the 
Miracles: #Miracles

● The mother-in-law of his disciple Peter was very ill. She was bedridden in her home in Capernaum, 
burning up with fever. But when Jesus entered her room and laid a hand on her forehead, the fever 
broke. The woman “arose and served them”  She was cured. (Matthew 8:15 KJV).

● Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. So he 
went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.

● At 11 weeks into her pregnancy, Liliya Miroshnik doctors discovered something very unique about her girls. 
They were craniopagus twins, meaning their heads were fused together. “It’s a very, very rare anomaly,” said 
Dr. Michael Edwards, the lead pediatric neurosurgeon at UC Davis Children's Hospital in Sacramento. 
“There are very few children born in any one year worldwide that have this anomaly, and of those, there's 
only a much smaller subset that the anatomy is fortuitous enough to be able to attempt a separation - and 
hopefully come out with two healthy babies.” 

Jonah, Alli, Katelyn, 
Libby, Shane, Tanner



High School and JH Basketball

 Junior High girls basketball did well before they got pushed 
back. The Governor had announced that junior high sports 
would be postponed because of an increase of covid cases. 
Recently though the Governor has lifted the cancelation and 
now they can come back. 
High School Upcoming games
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 6:00 p.m. at Maquoketa. 
Saturday, Dec. 19 at 3:00 p.m.  at Cascade
High School Head Coach: Chad Thomason
8th Grade Girls Coach: Kayley Shoen
7th Grade Girls Coach: Mark Breitbach



Current Events!
Christmas is almost here! Hopefully not 

too many of people’s holidays get 
canceled because of everything that is 
happening in the world right now .  In 

Iowa we are only allowed 15 people per 
gathering and most families have more 

than 15 people in them so they can’t have 
their whole family. Christmas parties 
with their families might be getting 

canceled.  Hopefully not too many of them 
get canceled, because we need some good 
soon. I think we are all done with this year 

and really want it to be over with.

_Merry Christmas_



.
Trends I’m sure you’ve heard of a few of the popular 

trends going on right now. Some of these 
popular trendsright now include the well 
known Pit Vipers, Led Lights, and the app 
called Among Us. We sent out a survey and 
it shows that there are many different 
opinions on these popular trends throughout 
all of th Jr. High.



How To Make Christmas Cookies
Preheat oven to 350ºF. In large bowl, with mixer at 
low speed, beat butter and sugar until blended. 
Increase speed to high, beat until light and creamy. At 
low speed, beat in egg and vanilla. Beat in flour and 
baking powder just until blended. Divide dough into 4 
equal pieces. Wrap each piece with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate until firm enough to roll, about 1 hour. 

On lightly floured surface, with floured rolling pin, roll 
1 piece of dough 1/8 inch thick. With floured 2- to 
3-inch assorted cookie cutters, cut dough into as many 
cookies as possible, wrap and refrigerate trimmings. 
Place cookies, 1 inch apart, on large ungreased cookie 
sheet, sprinkle cookies with colored sugar now if you 
like, or frost with Ornamental Frosting after baking.
Bake cookies 10 to 12 minutes, until lightly browned. 
Transfer cookies to wire rack to cool. If you like, brush 
colored sugar remaining on cookie sheets onto piece of 
waxed paper to use again. Repeat with remaining 
dough and trimmings.



Sports: 2

Wrestling
Head Coach: Steve Lueck

Junior High Coach: Mark Atwater
 December 10, 2020 Duel at 6:00 pm at Beckman Varsity

Thursday,  December 17 2020, JV meet, 6:00 pm at West Delaware      

Middle School has just been granted the ability to play again, as of the 9th of 
December, so now they have about one week to play. Covid-19 has affected the 
Middle-School Wrestling most definitely.


